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Risk Assessment 4:                            
Partaking in the Torchlight Procession            

 

 
 
 

Description of Hazard/s Identified 
1. Risk of injury to self and/or others from burning candles 
2. Assisted Pilgrims being left behind/Use of Ropes 

Persons at Risk 

• All Pilgrims especially Assisted Pilgrims and Children 

Control Measures in Place to Reduce Risk.   
1. Risk from burning candles  

• Volunteers pushing wheelchairs or holding banners or other processional effects should not 
carry candles 

• Pilgrims who may have physical difficulty holding candles should be encouraged to carry the 
‘no flame’ candles available 

• Pilgrims who may have physical difficulty holding candles and who do not have capacity 
should not be provided with real candles but should be given the ‘no flame’ candles available 

• All volunteers should be particularly vigilant and observe that candles are being held in a safe 
manner 

• All volunteers should observe for candle holders setting on fire and deal with any fires as per 
relevant sections of the Health and Safety Policy (Unique Identifier POL1) 

2. Assisted Pilgrims being left behind/use of ropes 

• Wherever possible, attain to stay together as a Diocese.  Try to achieve this by the use of 
rope to cordon areas.  See Risk Assessment 11- The Use of Ropes. 

• Chief Branc and Chief Nurse to remain with Assisted Pilgrims, in the Rosary Square towards 
the end of the procession when the segregation of pilgrims occurs  

• It should be standard practice that all volunteers who take an Assisted Pilgrim anywhere 
should return the same Assisted Pilgrim back to their hotel when activities have concluded, 
unless responsibility has been formally handed over to another official volunteer or the 
pilgrims own relative/carer/appropriate companion.  

• Chief Brancarder to remain behind after the conclusion of the procession to ensure no 
Assisted Pilgrims are left behind in the Domaine 

• Children should be accompanied by their responsible parent/guardian at all times 
3.Training and Awareness 

• Volunteers to be made aware of potential risks at the pre-pilgrimage training and a copy of 
risk assessments to be easily accessible to all volunteers 

4.  Emergency Preparedness: 

• Nurse in charge of shift to carry first aid bag  

• Registered Nurse/s and/or Doctor/s to deal with first aid requirements as necessary 

Task Partaking in Torchlight Procession   

Town/Place/Area Lourdes Unique Identifier RA4 

Risk Assessor Nikki Wisdom, Chief Nurse 

Risk Assessment 
Approval by  

Pilgrimage Management Committee 

Date 13/11/2023 Review Date 
Post 2026 Pilgrimage  
(or sooner if there is a  significant 
change in task or hazard) 
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Please mark appropriate number (1 = very low, 5 = very high) and Risk Priority Rating 

Likelihood : 1       2      3      4      5 Severity : 1      2      3      4      5  (from above) 

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)  

Risk Priority Rating    High (16 – 25)      Medium (9 – 15)      Low (1 – 8) 

Recommended Additional Control Measures 
 

Risk Assessor Signature  

Pilgrimage Director Signature  
(Declaring Management Committee Approval) 

 

Date  

 


