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Risk Assessment 5:                            
Organised Visits to the Baths             

 
 

Task 
Organised Visit to the Baths  
(Officially Scheduled Diocesan Event) 

Town/Place/Area Lourdes Unique Identifier RA5 

Risk Assessor Nikki Wisdom, Chief Nurse 

Risk Assessment 
Approval by  

Pilgrimage Management Committee 

Date 13/11/2023 Review Date 
Post 2026 Pilgrimage  
(or sooner if there is a  significant 
change in task or hazard) 

 

Description of Hazard/s Identified 
1. The possible physiological effects associated with submersion in cold waters  
2. Moving and Handling  
3. Safeguarding issues associated with non-diocesan workers managing the Baths. To be 

precise, such workers may or may not be screened to UK gold standard and as such could 
pose a threat to pilgrims.  

Persons at Risk 

• All Pilgrims especially those with pre-existing medical conditions and vulnerabilities  

Control Measures in Place to Reduce Risk 
1. The possible physiological effects associated with submersion in cold waters: 

• A registered Nurse or Doctor should be in attendance during the scheduled visit to the Baths 

• The accompanying Doctor/Nurse should carry a first aid bag and deal with first aid 
requirements as necessary  

• Assisted Pilgrims visiting the baths should be accompanied by an officially approved 
volunteer (or their relative/carer) who should endeavour to remain present/chaperone the 
pilgrim if possible 

• The process should be explained to the Assisted Pilgrim to try and reduce any shock 
associated with the experience 

• The Chief Nurse should advise individual Assisted Pilgrims that may not be suitable for the 
Baths- of course pilgrims with full capacity remain free to decide themselves. Pilgrims without 
capacity who are at high risk such as those with known significant cardiovascular disease 
should avoid full submersion in the Baths.  

2. Moving and handling: In accordance with the Manual Handling Policy (Unique Identifier POL4) 
3. Safeguarding Issues: In accordance with the Safeguarding Policy (Unique Identifier POL2) 
4. Training and awareness:  

• Volunteers to be made aware of potential risks at the pre-pilgrimage training and a copy of 
risk assessments to be easily accessible to all volunteers 

Please mark appropriate number (1 = very low, 5 = very high) and Risk Priority Rating 

Likelihood : 1       2      3      4      5 Severity : 1      2      3      4      5  (from above) 

Risk (Likelihood x Severity)  

Risk Priority Rating    High (16 – 25)      Medium (9 – 15)      Low (1 – 8) 

Recommended Additional Control Measures 
Nil 

Risk Assessor Signature  

Pilgrimage Director Signature  
(Declaring Manageement Committee Approval) 

 

Date  

 


